
Last Life: A Shakespeare Play 
A Box Collective and Piece of  Yourself  Production  



About the Production  
Last Life illuminates William Shakespeare as one of  the 
early feminists and shapes text from his complete works 
into a story of  relationship and gender dynamics as seen 
through a feminist lens.  

As primordial man and woman face unity’s final threshold, 
they must face their scars, betrayals, and vulnerabilities 
through a matrix of  Shakespeare’s wit and words. Trapped 
in a circle of  salt, both are victims as well as predators, 
facing lifetimes of  trauma in order to move forward and 
become free of  lifetimes of  hurt.  

Last Life: A Shakespeare Play is an exploration of  uncovering 
masculine vulnerability and the embracing of  feminine 
strength, revealing the elemental and essential human truth 
that only our bodies are truly our own and in the end, they 
too must be left behind. 

 “We stand in a global moment of  crisis and choice. Our 
world is growing, changing and each day seems to present a 
new challenge to prexisting paradigms. We live in a time of  
upheaval and as we continue to awknowledge the deep 
prejudices of  our society and challenge narratives that don’t 
serve us, may we also remember the power of  compassion, 
forgiveness, knowing that in awknowledging and releasing 
the way things have been, we open the door to everything 
that could be.” 
  
   -Sara Fay George- 
   Director and Playwright 



Reviews and Audience Response 

“The play’s feminism is deep, pervasive, and fundamental. George’s composition is so graceful and the 
performances she elicits so subtle and coherent. George and her actors (especially Artner) give surprising credit 
to Shakespeare as a portrayer of  women and a conduit of  their desires…This is a questioning, constantly 
searching piece of  work.”  

 John Osburn, Instructor in Drama and Dramatic Literature at New York University 

“I thoroughly enjoyed every minute. The performances were wonderful. It was such a uniquely written and 
directed piece and performed so professionally and beautifully. It was very interesting to me and such a 
pleasure to watch.”  
       
 Lindsay Roberts, NYC Talent Agent  

“It was so great watching this wonderful show. it was truly amazing.” 

 Stephanie Venizian, Director 

“Thank you all for your work, it paid off  beautifully…" 

 Con Horgan, Actors Studio Member  

https://www.facebook.com/NYU/?timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=837779700




The Team 
Sara Fay George - Wirter - Director 

Sara Fay George is dedicated to challenging the conventions of  modern theater and is also seasoned in the classics. As 
a playwright, Sara Fay is known for weaving classical texts into stories. In 2014, 116, composed from the complete 
works of  Shakespeare, premiered at the New Ohio Theater in New York City. The Stadt Elegies, composed from the 
writing of  Rainer Maria Rilke, toured through Italy in the Summer of  2015.  In the Fall of  2015 she directed Swan 
Song: Voices on Climate Change, in collaboration with COP 21 and Climate Change Theater Action. In the Summer 
of  2016 she directed “In or Out”, an immersive piece which took audiences behind the doors of  a Brooklyn 
brownstone and into the home of  a spiritual cult. Her most recent directorial work, From the Heartland of  Nausea, 
premiered at the United Solo Festival October 2017. 

Khadija Sallet - Musical Composition - Kismet 

Khadija Kat Sallet is a native New Yorker who has 
been working in the regional theater scene in Florida 
for the last three years appearing in productions of  
Ragtime, In The Heights, The Wiz and will be 
playing the role of  Ida Jackson in James Baldwin’s 
Amen Corner. She is very excited for the 
opportunity to bring “Kismet “ to life. “The unique 
nature of  this project was very appealing to me I 
enjoy  portraying characters that haven’t been played 
before, it one of  the most rewarding parts of  
theatre”. Audaces Fortuna Juvat. 



Esther Sophia Artner - Woman 

Esther-Sophia grew up in Vienna, Austria in a very artistic community 
where she began performing from an young age onwards. In 2013 she 
moved to New York City and obtained a Master of  Fine Arts (MFA) 
from The Actors Studio Drama School in New York. She is a storyteller at 
heart, sharing herself  through acting and directing. Recent acting credits 
include Gru in "Small Amongst Infinite Stars" in the Hamptons at Guild 
Hall and Estelle in “No Exit” at Chinatown Soup. She has just been cast 
in a film "The Most Important Thing" by Julie Deffet. Esther Sophia's 
strong connection to spiritual traditions shape her work. 

Mikaal Bates -  Man 

Mikaal Bates was born and raised in Los Angeles to a Psychology-
teaching Yogi, and an Astrology-practicing Actress, he survived high 
school in Kentucky & college in Florida before arriving in NYC, his home 
and lover now for over a decade. At the William Esper Studio, he learned 
from the same man who, alongside Sanford Meisner, taught his Mother at 
the storied ‘Neighborhood Playhouse’ some 40 years ago. Mikaal most 
recently appeared on stage as the lead role in “Dirty”, at the Access 
Theatre (NYC); on the silver screen as Will in “Throuple”, as part of  a bi-
sexual, polyamorous 3-some, (or Throuple!); and on television in CMT’s 
production of  “NASCAR: American Speed”, where he played the iconic 
Richard Petty. Humorously, you can presently see him playing Abraham 
Lincoln in a Lincoln Navigator commercial on the inter-webs. 
Additionally, Mikaal creates & leads Men's Work and serves as a Life 
Coach & Relationship Consultant. 



ABOUT THE BOX COLLECTIVE 
The Box Collective is a female guided international artistic collective established in 2010 to explore and 
present new and emerging theatre work that blurs the line between art and performance. Where the goal is 
to break down the barrier between performer and audience and in doing so create an immersive 
performance experience. The objective is the creation of  living art that allows an audience to exist within 
the production and thus in turn be changed by the experience. www.thebox-collective.com 
  
  

ABOUT PIECE OF YOURSELF 
Piece of  Yourself  creates and produces both performance and film dedicated to authentic and intimate 
storytelling, building bridges in the shape of  stories and bringing into light what has been hiding in the 
dark. By offering audiences real experiences of  the surreal and the magical, and reconnecting people to a 
core experience of  their own values, and humanity. Piece of  Yourself  is dedicated to raising the voices of  
female storytellers, telling tales inspired by real people and real events through different mediums and 
discovering the place where everyday simple magic moments and realism collide. www.pieceofyourself.com 

http://www.thebox-collective.com/
http://www.pieceofyourself.com/

